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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742








February 1, 2017





A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, February 1, 2017.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  President John Grezaffi declared a quorum present, and Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Glenn Angelle


Iberia
Pamela Burleigh


St. Landry

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Karen Jewell


Iberville



Harry Marionneaux


Iberville 
Earl Matherne


Assumption



Jody Meche



St. Martin 
Absent: 

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Tony German


CPRA
Andre’ Lyon



First Lourax, LTD

Charles Reulet


La. Department of Natural Resources

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

William Tyson


Executive Director

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist 
Kristy Jewell


HR Analyst
                                                                    * * * * *
President John Grezaffi asked for public comments.  Hearing none, he continued with the agenda.  President Grezaffi recognized Mr. Andre’ Lyon who was filming the meeting for a documentary he is doing on the Atchafalaya Basin.
                                                                    * * * * *
Commissioner Pamela Burleigh moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2017 meeting as presented, and to publish the minutes in the official journal. 






        * * * * *

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, January 25, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Harry Marionneaux, Chairman

Karen Jewell, 2nd Vice Chairman

Earl Matherne, Member

Moise LeBlanc, Member 

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: None
Also Present: 

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Pamela Burleigh

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist
Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

1. Discuss police officers – Levee Board President John Grezaffi advised the committee that he and Commissioner Glenn Angelle had been discussing the possibility of hiring some deputies through the Sheriffs’ offices in the different parishes to work part-time for the district.  He said they could be hired as needed when a situation arises.  The cost to hire one police officer full time, including benefits, is about $100,000 per year.  If we spent $108,000 per year we could have 40 hours of work per week in all nine parishes.  He asked the committee for authorization to investigate this with the different sheriffs and see what can be done.  Commissioner Karen Jewell said she thinks we need to put signs on the levee to let people know who to call when they see someone cutting up the levee, etc.  Also, the board needs to make sure the insurance coverage for the deputies is covered either by the Sheriff’s office or by the district.  Mr. Will Tyson said if we hire deputies, they would have to patrol in only their parish.  If we deputize them, they would become statewide and work directly for the district in all parishes.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that we would have to have a cooperative endeavor agreement with the sheriffs, and we would have to determine what is needed to make this work.  He said we should also make sure that  our insurance company is aware and determine how they stand on this.  Commissioner Pamela Burleigh said the Sheriffs’ offices do this all the time, and they will be able to give us some direction.   Commissioner Harry Marionneaux asked Mr. Will Tyson and President John Grezaffi to look into this to see if it is feasible and report back to the board.  

2. Discuss Belle River boat landing maintenance agreement - Mr. Will Tyson advised the committee that the caretaker at Belle River Boat Landing has left.  However, we have a young man who is a St. Martin Parish Deputy that is interested in the job.  Commissioner Earl Matherne said he felt we should proceed on a trial basis of perhaps 90 – 120 days with an agreement similar to the one we developed for the other person.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approving entering into an agreement with this person on a trial basis.  

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Bill Flynn and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Harry Marionneaux, Chairman


/s/Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman
/s/Karen Jewell, 2nd Vice Chairman


/s/Earl Matherne, Member

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member



/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman 



/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux reported on the actions taken at the Executive Committee meeting of January 25, 2017.  He explained that the committee is looking at the possibility of hiring off duty Sheriff’s Deputies to work for the District in all parishes.  At this time, the committee is waiting to receive more specific information before coming back to the board with a recommendation.  Mr. Tyson advised the board that the committee also discussed replacing the caretaker at Belle River Boat Landing with Daniel Fort, who is a St. Martin Parish Deputy.  The committee recommended hiring Mr. Fort on a trial basis for 90-120 days.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to authorize Mr. Tyson to hire Daniel Fort for this position on a trial basis for 90-120 days.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee of January 25, 2017.  
                                                                    * * * * *
Mr. Will Tyson reported he spoke with Durund Elzey, Senior Project Manager of the Corps of Engineers, and they are continuing with the repairs on W52.  He will be at our board meeting in March to give the board a report on their progress.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle said he heard the Governor planned to use some of the funds from the oil deal to protect the coast line.  He said we should ask the Governor to look at potential long term solutions to our problems with high water.  Commissioner Jody Meche said there is a 19-foot differential at the hydroelectric plant.  He said the Corps is not sticking to the 70/30 split, and it should be changed.  When Durund Elzey comes to our meeting next month, he will ask for clarification on this matter.  
                                                                    * * * * *
Mr. Tony German of CPRA had no report.
                                                                    * * * * *
Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to approve advertising for the Fiscal Agent Bank.

                                                                    * * * * *
Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to approve advertising for the Official Journal, Fuel and Aggregates.

                                                                    * * * * *
Commissioner Pamela Burleigh moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve reallocation for Samuel Rodriguez from Mobile Equipment Operator 1 to a Mobile Equipment Operator 2.  
                                                                    * * * * *
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board of the dates for the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana Annual Workshop on May 4-5, 2017.

                                                                    * * * * *
Commissioner Jody Meche asked Mr. Tyson for an update on the delivery of the equipment we purchased recently.  Mr. Tyson said we have received two of three, but are waiting on receipt of the dozer.  

                                                                    * * * * *
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 
An Equal Opportunity Employer

